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The RCEME Association's 32st Annual Reunion - Jun 4-6, 2010


by Murray Johnston, President RCEME Association


with photos by Colin Cherry and Joan Johnston

The RCEME Association's 32nd Annual Reunion was held in Kingston, Ontario June 4-6, 2010 at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 560 on Montréal Street. The three-day reunion program followed its usual pattern of a; 
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Friday afternoon Meet'n'Greet during which the Association again hosted 30 young Craftsmen and their instructors at CFSEME,

   •.
Saturday morning Annual General Meeting which included a special briefing by the EME Branch Advisor and EME Branch CWO,

   •.
Saturday evening Dinner-Dance,

   •.
Sunday morning Memorial Service and closed with a

   •.
Sunday breakfast.
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Inclement weather on Sunday was offset by Padre foresight and the memorial service and marchpast were held in the Thompson Drill Hall. The EME Colonel Commandant, Branch Advisor and Branch CWO participated, as usual, in all events. Here are some of the highlights.
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For the Meet'n'Greet the Association again hosted 30 young Craftsmen and their instructors at CFSEME. All in all about 200 members of the EME Family attended one or more events throughout the weekend. Hosting 30 young Craftsmen at the Friday Meet'n'Greet was started several years ago by the then Branch Chief Warrant Officer, CWO André Dalcourt, as professional development initiative. It gave them exposure to the experiences of former Craftsmen. When they arrived, the Colonel Commandant welcomed them on behalf of the RCEME Association. Then he and the Association President personally welcome each one. It has worked well over the years. This year a tour of the CELE Museum and a visit to the Joint Signals Regiment's Maintenance Troop were added to their visit the following morning. This gives them exposure to other Branches and to EME sub-units they will be working with. Although the Association hosts the young Craftsmen at its Meet'n'Greet, CFSEME and DGLEPM share the associated TD and travel costs. It is indeed an EME Family project.


The CFB Kingston EMEO, Capt Joshua Dykeman, and ETQMSM, MWO Ken Osborne, brought several of their EME technicians to the Meet'n'Greet. It was a welcome addition to the party. They and the young Craftsmen had a great time talking with and trading stories with Association members such as CWO(Retd) Don Campbell the first EME Branch CWO. A couple of the young Craftsmen and MWO Naullau became RCEMEA members thus joining Sgt Chris Irvin as serving members of the regimental association - a notable first of, hopefully, many more to follow!
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As in past years the Reunion set-up also included as EME History display provided courtesy of the Commandant of CFSEME. The display, as it has in past years, features items selected by the MWO in charge of the EME Heritage Room. This year MWO Didier Naullau's selection included several pieces of office and test equipment. These displays remind us all, old and young alike how the EME world is continually changing as it keeps up with technological advances. 
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During the Annual General meeting an agreement between the RCEME Association of Western Canada (RCEMEA-WC), represented by Tex Leugner, and the RCEME Association, represented by Murray Johnston, was signed in the presence of the EME Branch Advisor, Colonel Shawn Myers. This agreement gave RCEMEA-WC members access to the RCEMEA nominal role, which will now include RCEMEA-WC members while at the same time the two associations operate independently within the EME family. The advantage of this agreement is any Craftsman, serving or retired, who is a member of either association will be able to contact any other Craftsman, serving or retired, wherever he or she may reside - a capability, which enhances communications between EME family members.


The Guests of Honour for the Dinner- Dance were Ms Doreen Perrin, the Executive Director of the Kingston Military Family Resource Centre (KMFRC), and her husband LCol Grant Delaney, the A1/AR Coord at 1 Wing Headquarters. After the dinner Doreen briefed us on the role and activities of KMFRC. Although the Centre has been in place for a number of years the current national focus on injured military personnel and how to help them has placed increased importance and emphasis on the Centre and others like it all across Canada. We all learned a bit how military families are coping and, more importantly, how they are being assisted in many ways to-day. The whole Dinner-Dance evening was successfully orchestrated by Don Wood who acted as Master of Ceremonies as he has for many years.
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The PWOR Pipes and Drums have traditionally played for the Sunday morning memorial for many years. However, by 2004 the band was having training and organizational problems. So when he retired that year as EME Branch CWO, John Vass became the band's Pipe Major. Since then there has been a steady increase in numbers of bandsmen/bandswomen as well as quality of music. This improvement was very noticeable in this year's parade. All Association members appreciate very much the hard work that John, who is also the Association's Vice-President, has done and is doing with the band. It helps us all to be a little bit smarter on parade. And it also reacts quickly when asked. At the last moment the bugler scheduled to play the Last Post and Réveillé fell ill. The PWOR Pipes and Drums had a new recruit who could play those tunes. But she had no uniform and was not scheduled to be on the parade. She paraded anyway and played beautifully. It was a situation dealt with and problem precluded in typical EME fashion.


The Memorial Service itself under the guidance of the Branch Padre, The Reverend Don Chisholm, is a worthy contribution to EME Family activities. Various Association members, spouses and family members laid memorial wreaths. As per tradition the EME Branch Advisor and EME Branch CWO laid a wreath on behalf of Serving Members of the EME Branch and Helen Chisholm gave a meditation on the role of the families of Craftsmen. The Service concluded with a marchpast lead by the PWOR Pipes and Drums and the Colonel Commandant took the salute.
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The heart the success of the Association's Annual Reunions is the large cadre of members who attend the reunions year after year. They are the ones who are the models for the young Craftsmen we host each year. Among these stalwarts are: Gus MacGillvary and Tom White who served together in Korea a few decades ago; Frank Lucano who is another Korean veteran, Murray McLafferty who has been the marker for the Association's Sunday morning parade for many years and who was the marker for the Freedom of the City of Kingston Ceremony in 1994; Danny Lyle who is a former Apprentice Craftsman and seems to get to many EME reunions; André Levesque and Joe Bilocq both of whom travel every year from Quebec City and many others. The continued success of regimental associations like ours depend on the continuing participation of members like these as well as those who serve on the Association's Executive and/or the Reunion Committee, i.e. Larry Aubry, Colin Cherry, Don Chisholm, Chris Irvin, Doug Knowles, Art Rest, Armando Sabelli, Gord Semegan, Bob Smith, John Vass, Jim Wilkins and Don Wood. The LAD presidents, Rick Howard, Don Swain, Jacques Thibault, keep up the Association’s work in the LADs. They do all the countless behind the scenes jobs that are needed to plan and put on the Kingston reunion, e.g. Jim Wilkins and John Vass were part of the Reunion's registration team, and the annual reunions in Niagara area, Atlantic provinces and Quebec area. Thanks to them all.


At the 2009 Annual General Meeting there was a long discussion on selecting the date of the Annual Reunion. The decision was to hold it on the first full weekend in June. With that the Thompson Drill Hall, Parade Square and RCEME Gates were booked permanently with the Base Commander for us for that weekend. By all accounts it was the right decision. So mark the weekend of June 3-5, 2011 and join us at the Legion and rekindle a few old friendships and make some new ones.

Author’s note

This report was prepared for the EME Association’s August 2010 Electronic Newsletter. Copies have been sent to the EME Branch Advisor and EME Branch CWO as well as the Editor of the EME Journal for possible inclusion an EME Journal.




